
 

COUNTY COUNCIL  

Meeting date: 15 April 2021 

From: The Leader of the Council 

 

URGENCY PROVISIONS 
 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 This report notifies members of the circumstances in which urgent 
decisions have been taken in line with the Council’s Constitution since 
the last meeting of the Council. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 The report contributes to the vision in the Council Plan that the Council 
works with residents, businesses, communities and other 
organisations to deliver the best services possible within the available 
resources and contributes to the Council Plan outcome, that people in 
Cumbria are healthy and safe. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION 

3.1 That members note the report. 

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 This report deals with urgent decisions that must be reported to Council 
under the Constitution.   

4.2 Key Decisions to be taken by Cabinet or an Executive Director must be 
advertised for at least 28 working days prior to the decision being taken. 
When this rule cannot be complied with, owing to the urgency of the 
decision, The County Council’s Constitution permits Key Decisions to be 
taken in the following circumstances: 

 Access to Information Procedure Rule 15 – Notice is sent to the Chair of 
the relevant Scrutiny Advisory Board and is published on the Council’s 
website and at the Council’s offices and five working days elapse before 
the decision is taken; and 



 

 Access to Information Procedure Rule 16 – when it is not possible to give 
five working days’ notice the approval of the Chair of the relevant 
Scrutiny Advisory Board is sought and the Notice is published on the 
website and at the Council offices. 

4.3 The Chief Executive is empowered under the Scheme of Delegation to 
Officers (Part 3 – Delegation to Officers, Chief Executive, 6.1 (h)) to take 
Urgent decisions where delay would seriously prejudice the Council’s or the 
public interest to the extent that it is appropriate to use emergency powers. 

4.4 Decisions of the Cabinet, Officer Key Decisions and certain decisions of 
Local Committees are subject to the rules of Call In. The Call In procedure 
does not apply where the decision being taken is urgent. There is a process 
in the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules for exempting decisions from 
Call In. 

4.5 Urgent decisions which are taken under Rule 16 or which are otherwise 
exempt from Call In must be reported to the next available meeting of the 
Council, with the reasons for urgency identified. 

4.6 Since the meeting of Council held on 18 February 2021, there have been 5 
urgent decisions taken by Cabinet, the Chief Executive and Executive 
Directors. These decisions are set out in Appendix 1 of this report. 

5.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

5.1 Decisions 1-3 set out in Appendix 1 are in response to the Covid 19 
Pandemic and the resource and value for money implications were 
considered when the decisions were made.   

5.2 Decision 1 is to be funded by the Workforce Capacity £1.254m ringfenced 
grant from the Department of Health and Social Care, had this urgent 
decision not been taken the Council would not have been able to submit the 
plan to receive the grant.  Decision 2 is to be funded by the S31 grant from 
the Department of Health and Social Care for the specific purpose of the 
decision.  Decision 3 is to be funded by a recharge to Morecambe CCG via a 
s256 agreement.  An update on the use of COVID funding and wider 
financial implications of COVID-19 will be reported to Cabinet at its meeting 
in June as part of the 2020/21 Outturn report. 

5.3 In respect of Decision 4 the decision to allow the response to the 
consultation on Local Government Reform Proposals in Cumbria and North 
Yorkshire to be exempt from call-in to ensure the Council submits a 
response within the deadline set out by MHCLG.  There are no direct 
resource implications as a result of this decision, the final consultation 
response will reference and consideration of the financial implications of 
Local Government Reorganisation as set out in the respective consultation 
documents. 

 
 
 



 

5.4 In respect of Decision 5, the modification of Legionella Contract by extending 
it by 12 months which was not included in the original permission to procure 
nor in the contract award.  Inclusion of the extension takes the overall 
contract value above the key decision threshold i.e. >£0.500m.  This should 
have therefore been included on the forward plan, however this would have 
resulted in the existing contract ending before the extension could be made.  
The estimated expenditure of £0.198m is to be funded by the Property 
Budget included within the Economy and Infrastructure Directorate.   

6.0  LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

6.1  The legal aspects of this report are set out in the main body of the report.  

7.0 CONCLUSION 

7.1 Members are asked to note the report. 

 
Iolanda Puzio 
Chief Legal Officer and Monitoring Officer 
22 March 2021 

 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1 – Schedule of decisions 
 
Electoral Division(s): All 

 
 

Executive Decision  No* 

 

Key Decision  No* 

 

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan?   N/A* 

 

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency?  No* 

 

If exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained? 

  N/A* 

   

 

Has this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny? 
If so, give details below. 

 No* 

  

 

Has an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken? 

  N/A* 

   

 

Has an equality impact assessment been undertaken?   N/A* 

   

 

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS 
[including Local Committees] 
 
None 



 

 
CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
 
Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny 
 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
No background papers 
 
 
RESPONSIBLE CABINET MEMBER 
 
Stewart Young, Leader of the Council 
 
REPORT AUTHOR 
 
Jackie Currie, Professional Lead – Democratic Services 
Email jackie.currie@cumbria.gov.uk Tel 07919 056193 

mailto:jackie.currie@cumbria.gov.uk


 

Appendix 1  
Schedule of Decisions Taken 

 

Date of Decision Subject Decision Reason Approval 

12 February 2021 Workforce Capacity 
Fund for Adult Social 
Care 

This decision sets out a high-level 
summary of the planned use of the 
Fund, including a proposed 
breakdown of spend against the 
measures set out in the grant 
conditions. 
 

The Council has been allocated a 
ring-fenced grant of £1,253,611 that 
will be paid in two instalments: 
 

The first instalment of £877,528 
(70%) will be made by early 
February 2021 and has been 
received by Cumbria County 
Council; 
 
The second instalment of £376,083 
(30%) will be paid in March 2021 
and will be conditional on Cumbria 
having completed a return by to the 
department of Health and Social 
Care by 12th February.  It is 
contingent on reporting 
requirements being met as set out in 
Reporting Point 1, below. 

The grant must be fully spent on 
staffing capacity measures by 31 
March 2021.  ‘Spent’ means that 
expenditure has been incurred 
between 16th January and 31 
March 2021 (and the expenditure 
has been accrued into the Council’s 
2020/21 accounts). 

Rule 16  



 

If the allocation is not fully spent by 
the end of March, the Council will be 
expected to repay any unspent 
monies to the DHSC.   

26 February 2021 Community Testing – 
Lateral Flow 

To approve the agreement and 
delivery of a Director of Public 
Health Led Lateral Flow Community 
Testing Plan which aims to support 
the reduction in Covid-19 
transmission through the detection 
of asymptomatic people in the 
community of Cumbria. 
The Executive Director approved 
the Council entering into an 
Agreement with the Department of 
Health and Social Care for the 
County Council to lead and deliver 
the Community Testing Plan (CTP). 

There was an urgent need to protect 
the public and to help to prevent 
further cases of the virus 
developing. 

Rule 16  

18 March 2021 Extension of Block 
Care Home Beds to 
support winter 
pressures in South 
Cumbria (Kendal and 
Barrow) 

To award the extension of block 
contracts for care home beds to 
support Winter Pressures in South 
Cumbria (Kendal and Barrow) and 
the delegation of authority to the 
Senior Manager – Commissioning 
by the Executive Director – People, 
to agree future extensions in 
respect of this arrangement subject 
to time and financial limits set out in 
this report. 

It was important that the Council 
and system partners were able to 
move quickly in extending current 
provision should this become an 
option. If the delegation of authority 
is not made, this could prevent the 
service being able to be extended, 
as funding often is announced at 
short notice and puts pressure on all 
parties to put proper, robust 
arrangements in place within such 
short time scales. 
 
 

Rule 16 



 

18 March 2021 Consultation on Local 
Government Reform 
Proposals in Cumbria 
and North Yorkshire 

That Cabinet Members note the 
Secretary of State for Housing, 
Communities and Local 
Government’s consultation on 
proposals for locally-led 
reorganisation of local government 
in Cumbria, North Yorkshire and 
Somerset. 
 
That Cabinet Members authorise 
the Chief Executive, in consultation 
with the Leader of the Council and 
Deputy Leader of the Council, to 
develop, approve and submit the 
Council’s responses. 

Cabinet was recommended to 
exempt the decision from call in, as 
if the decision were subject to call in, 
there would be up to 36 working 
days delay before the Council could 
submit its consultation response 
which was after the deadline for 
response.   

The Chair of SMB had agreed that 
the decision was reasonable and to 
it being treated as a matter of 
urgency in line with Overview and 
Scrutiny Procedure Rule 13.32. 

Rule 16 - exemption 
from call in only of a 
Cabinet Decision on 
18 March 2021 

24 March 2021 Legionella Contract 
Modification 
(Extension) between 
Integrated Water 
Services Ltd. (IWS) 
and Cumbria County 
Council 
 

To approve the modification of the 
Contract to utilise the additional 
twelve-month option.  
 
The contract extension wasn’t 
covered by the original permission 
to procure nor the approval to 
award.   The Original contract award 
was for £0.375m and the proposed 
extension was to be £0.198m taking 
the total to £0.573m which is above 
the threshold for a key decision.  
 

It is impractical to defer the decision 
until it can be included in the next 
Forward Plan as the current contract 
runs out on 31 March 2021 
 

Rule 16 

 


